








ihe said committee entered upon the  tilist~hnrgeof 114 impor-
11 t A T I J U O U * ?  ( I : I ~ : C > ~  w~t!i a n  ~rr~trigrlt~dtl~lIideill;e,l n  th i ' i i  ntcm 
,, +o, do jlrstice tn t ho  stll~ject asigried to their C L ~ T P .  They 

f i b  , &  f 1". ~ ~ ' o r e d ,hn r e t e r  to tiia.i~ai::e t h e i ~cluty. I n  d '~l l \ ) r rdl ing 

ui " I ~ ) J P C ~ ,thry have relt the r e < p o n r i b ~ l ~ t y  tiitair position;of 
AI t h ~: l , o i  7 h d s  ~ o r r i v l t m t l ~p r t - ~ t d  up011 them \I'IYI~ 11 powt') i l i ino~t 

o, t .  ,i I I.ing, and t h r j  ha re  h e n  tempttvl to gibe u p  t h ~work in 

b , ? 1%1 3  n,,t stl,inge that this i 4  so, fdr how c a n  they help re-
: t h ~ ithey are acir~lgu p  a sulqect of thtb utmost ~tnporlance 
to ( r k t r  ' i ., our present, a n d  all lulure generations. Our common 
~ c l l o l > l \ , ~ i ~rlow, as they evc r ~ n n s tbe, the great n u ~ s i n g  places of 
our  lrerm,; and \tatesmen; the plnces in \rhicln are to be iorrned our 

P Iruturc I 111~s;where  our .\! ise and lt~arnrtl men are to riceive the 
i r;utliinents n t  tileir ctiucatiof~,and \+he re  t he  great mass, the ?nboring

1 and l idn ly  j v : n m r y  of out I , i n ~ l ,are to rt.ctalve the v,lro"v of theirs. 
If \i-e Iook ;lioi~~iilus, me Gilt! but \cry few intlerd, who  have everI gone  hrt11er t i  11.c o!d 10- sc !~oo l -hsv ,m i  $ the!.. fnthars' 
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farm, or the better one in  their native village, i:a its pleasag+ ::.-c.", 
I J ~and halloncd by youthful associdtions. There, the gre,~!c , :$f 

our population i s  educated; there, ha1,its of t hwgb t  and 
feeling are formed; and there too, tlw min,i receirc? i t i )  ssit,r 

which are everlasting, anti hail. n c o r i t ~ ~ I l i ~ gin!lL~cnccT I I J  f h c  2 1 -
tion of the man through ;ill his lift:. A few thrnc l~to th : ::!cl-' , 
and a smaller portion still, at last complcte t he i r  s c h d a s t i ~(. r. ~t 
our colleges. But they go  the] e w i t l i  hmprcssiocs rcceil L! 81 IL 3 

common srhooi; and as t h e  w i n  is t h c ~  is h e  ill his (11-mark, S I ~ C ~  

ture life. 

And not only are  our sons there ctlucateri, hut our dauglttt :s alsh; 
those who are to  be the mothers of future gf>nwations. 7hpg must 
there he fitted for the arduous duties and ti-it: r c ~ s p l ~ ~ i l ' i l i t i c ~ :of tht ' ir  
life, as our sons are for theirs; and there they, also, must form those 
habits o f  thought and fecling, those prinripies of ac.tion, n h i h  a.re 

4
not only to govern :hem, hut are to  be enstmpeti,  also, upon the 
minds o f  their sons and daughters; \$bo are, in thrir. turn, to s u m  
them. 

Who can est in~ate  a ruother's 1r1i1wfic1~, or n sistcr's pu;vcr, over the 
heart and colduct ot a son or a brniher ? S~Ewtlyall(! trnpetcei red 
they do their work; Ihe character is f~cilrnctl;the i n d i v i d u ~ lk n o w  s i t  
not; y d ,  after years rrvr,il the f x t ,  a r d  4 ~ o wLim Low ~ n u Ac A a 
blessir!g or a curse have bren the influence of 111s nlothtr, thc po wer 
of his  sisttr, and the effect of those other i:npicssinns ~ t w i t e t '  I ~ ' t  
the school-house in l ~ i s  boyhood days; whr,n h15 rnirltl ar?,? 1 I t i  

mere frcsh and easily rnoultled, and he rwewiug  ihr . *> i I ~ I c  
rnordl, mental, and pl~ysical education, 

H o w  important then, in i i e w  of its u l t imate  consequt r i r t  , 
fcommon svhool, and tiow careful shduld w r  I:,. that  i f  ; 

appropriate wonk, unchecked anJ ur~tramm~.!eil, ~c'~,t . ivi1:. j i . i *  , 

and hearty support of' the whole body of thc. 1 ?J!  -1io1: 7 ' I*;' 
indeed is a necessary condition for the  full ant3 c ~ ~ i p i ti c x  G I "  c: , r  

the system. If it is looked upon with a suspicioris eye, or oposed,  
by  evcn a small porlion of those affecttd by ii; i f  jeaic i.5 corn-, 
plaints, ill-feeling and ill-will, are causrd by its pi.aciii8~1fJll'r a t i m ,  
(however unjust those feelings may be in tllc ,l!)it:'dr'f ,) t i t  p i "  .l ( U ~ S~f 
accomplishing i t s  object, and instrad o f  a blessing, i t  rn , iy  IN m e  4 
curse. I / I 
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Our State  early rwogi~ ized  the importance of' engrafting upon its 
policy a good common school syskm, one by which all, even the  
poorest, might receive an edilcntion which wouici f t  tI:em for the 
transaction of the business of life, wo,ild prepare them for  discharg-
ing well their part as nien~bers of a free enc.! i n d ~ p e n r f e ~ tState ; 
nay more, would fit them to be fwe:nttn. In  1W5, so soon after 
our country had achieved its intiependeuce, a n  act w.;w p;?sscd by 
which the sum of $50,000 was approprialetl a n n ~ d l y  for five years, 
among the several towns i n  the State, a s u m  equal to that thus 
gianterl, bcing dirwtcd to be raisecl by the tonns for an iitlditional 
aid to  their common schools. I n  ISO5,a perrrixient fun!! ibr their 
support was raiseti, which was increased by srtbsequcni: iegislative 
apprnpriations, until, i n  1813, tilt: system in optriltion tii! within 
the past ymar, was established, under the tlirec&m r,f n Si;.ie super-
intentlent of cornmon schools, M'IIICII o a c e  w a s  aiierwartk attached 
to that  oi secrelary of SkLe. ' a ' h t  systcnl p r o ~ ~ ) c r t dto an eminent 
degree ; the people approved of i t ,  and sus~itincct i t  w ~ l i; it w a s  
their pride, antl our citizens rcmnving to tlie fBr west, tbe glorious 
land of promisc, woul;i point their ncigh'uors, th. inha1,i:snts of 
their new home, wi!h pride and admiration to the glorious cclnmon 
school system of their " oown native Empire Statr,," and ~rlrnestly 
recomniend it l o  them for their adoption. A.nd why slould they 
not ? It gave a good English education to evwy one of whatever 
nation he was born, or uncicr whatever sliy ; i t  askcrl )lot. i f  he Lvas 
rich or poor, but opened its school house door to the son of  poverty 
as  well as to the heir of rici:es ; the State, n&riow?erlr;jn~; i1.s duty 
antl obiiga:ion, from its own sbimlant  rc-sources :;are a part  of the 
funds, the towns stipl,lied an equal portion, and what w a s  i;ic,lring, 
thme who enjoycd its benefits gladly paid. 

Nor wert. the new states relur*tant to follow the example thus 
corntneridrd to t h ~ i r  approbation and imitat~on.  Ohio, Indiana, I!li-
noiy, Misso:rri, Kentucky, Tennessee, ississippi, Louisiana, Georgia, 
Michigan and Alabama, g l d y  followed in o w  J e d ,  estab11sh.d sys-
tems sirniL~r to ours, and pro\ idcd the necessary mcans for carrying 
thein into full and cornplele operation. Nor is this all. A self de-
nying ant1 christian spirit itnpc~llcd a few, a noble few, to Irare homes 
and liindrecl, and on a b~alitif'u! cluster of i ~ l a n d bin the far-oflE Pa-
cific to  plan1 the stanr1a:tl of the cross, znd to cali around tt tile be- 
nighted and degraded t h ~ r r .  Thty h:d with them, first or all, the 
bible ; they next hat1 the recollection of their cornmor~ s ~ h o o l v  at 
homc, and remembering their happy influences on the character of 
the people, they establisher1 similar schools there, and they have 



brings. 

T h e  beneficent results of orrr system upon our own population can-
not be doubted or ctenieal. Go where we Will, we  find t.he school 
home and the school master. Go also where we will, we find an 
honest, a laboring and an intelligent population. On every side are 
pleasant houses, cultjvaterf farms, happry villages, and all  the marks 
of thrift antl industry. :Enter the 1,umble school housc, and i3n inter- 
esting sight is before you. Instead of roving ahout the streets or 
highways, learning idleness, dissipation and rice, are gathered those 
who are hereafter to be our rulers, our wise men antl our statesmen. 
They are not learning that which will make them a curse to the 
worltP ; they arenotcontract i r~g habits whic:h will work their own antl 
others ru in ,  they 2re not preparing for a life of crimr, but they a re  \ 

fitting themselves to  act well tbr i r  part as  cit:zens of a great and 
free nation, worthy of the highest honors i t  may h a r e  i r ~  its pol\-- 
cr to bestow. Our observation shows us, that with the general tlif- 
fusion of pract.ical Ir.nowletlge among the masses, iJ:cnrss, srnsual in- 
du lgmw,  and crime decr.e,jse', and give w a y  to industry, hol~esty and 
vir tw.  1'raa, horrevex \sell c.tlucarrtl and rrfil~etla riatian may be, 
howp;er kncinlet lp  may l;!! ciissetriinateii among the masses, itller~ess 
and c r i l ~ ewith t h e i r  altei1rI3rlt cl;ils are no t  entirely alonc away  ; all 
past expu iwcc :  p i e s  !his ; but [ h e  same expel ience also pl,ovcs, 
that i t  is irnanng ari i g n o i m t  allti tlt3gratletl pcojtlr, t h a t  ~ . earc t o  
look ror the grvatest ciegreos of vicious irlrlulgwce, the rr~ost ztro- 
cious crirncs, !he most reg;arrllt~sd ~ ~ t h ,a;ld irl Gne for a general 
preva1cnr:e of al l  those vices, :tnd those alegrr:s of wic:ketlnt>ss which 
s o  rlr;gratle and tiebase our li~irna~tnrrturr, ar!d which, i f '  unirersally 
presalint,  ~ ~ o u l t l  make c f th is  world, n nlorliil lazar house, instead 

br. I[n<lec.(li t  cannotof the heautif'ul and pleasant one t h a t  i t  d ~ ~ u l t l  
be drciid, our experience has given the remark the forcf:of ;in axiom, 
that a general d i f f~~s ionof' knowletlge among the masses, has a fen-
deney to elevate thtm rind increase the general amount of virtue antl 
c o n s c q w ~ t  happiness in  their midst, while its nbserice produces a 
contrary antl tfisastrous cfltect, 



Tt  is not stmnge then, tha t ,  ;ls z ccinseqixence of thc rcimmon school 
~ y s t r m11f vil~iich we itre ywking,  n e x  i)y o.il; s~*Ii<>olhouses we find 
the viitrwh crccteti, in wtkicia, tlurirl;; one d;ig i n  scren, a fiapl~y, 
i r i tc l . igut  anrl cori!en:td cnrigrt>g,ltion.i s  i(-;uixl, with sinrere hearts, 
morshi pping a d i r  inity i\lho~t: j)rc!txbpf:-: arc ]xre. and h 1 y ,  whose 
rrqr i iwr~~entsare not llravj,  aotl whnse row\.wr.tisare fiiol-ious ;----that we 
h l our younq 1nt.n tmtrg~irig frol-n the poltiiir trF 6' thc pnnr anan's 
collcgt~," all11 occripy ing positions of eminence anil renoivri ; that we  
w e  f o h w  them throt:g!r the  11igl:r:. in:ititiltia;ls of learning which 
the State a h  proritlcs 611 anrl x.iafelxs over, un?i l  Ihry graduate at  
our urrir.crsitic.s, and soon b t w m e  outa g x l t  x e n ,  and ti~os. whom we 
love and t l d i g i ~ t  to ilono:; that we f i i l i l  t h e m  it!c dorjucmt tlefendsrs 
of ttrc r ig l l~s  of mnu at ~ h r :bar of jtistice ; mc~rch:ints ahosc  sails 
wl~i ten the s c ; ~of i n d i a n  lantls, nuti bring back r i d  frt igh:s and  
p~, incrly carp)cs;  teactrei.~of a world-wiile renown, preparing their 
students for the stations they anrl others riow occupy ; or filiing the 
pulpit arrtl poi;;tirlg their hearers, r;ipt w:!h their words of p r s u a -
sion and cloq~lencr, to the bet ie r  eourltry wh ,ch  is before them;  and 
ail, every wtwc,, tliffuing Itnowletlgt., refbrmrnt  and happioess in 
their pathwajs, a blessiug to those by wjlcm they are stlrrountled ; a 
blessing also to the world at  Ii~rgt.. 

While  thus our common school sgstern makes us wiser and better 
men, while it thus tliffilscs the b les~ io ; ;~of knowktlge and intelligence 
into every hamlet anti seclutle~l district, i t  also rn;alrrs our people a 
happier one. Yt 11nr.s Oris by e x p a n t l i q  thc: scopc and grasp of the 
mind, cultivirting i t s  bctti r po\vers ant1 Cawltiw, and bringing the 

. ,
moral alil.ib!rlcs ol nrari i ; ~ : u  a i~iurc is:! ;th!i p i : i i e~ ;  actia;~. i i l e  
(legratling, ignorant :an(! ~ i c ; o u s  hiirc thcir cnJoyrncnt, it i s  trur, but 
it  is of a mere sensual and flectii~g cl ixacter ;  while to  the edr~catetl 
mintl, new antl lasting sources of' pleasure are  opened ; the whole of 
creation t o  his intelligent visinn is one of beauty and enjoyment ; his 
powers of appreci:rting anti enjoying what is before him, are enlmr- 
get1 and incrrasc (1, antl, where b e h r c  one fitc~llty ministered to his 
happiness, a thousilnti now arc brought inlo life and activity; Re 
f w l s  hinmlf  a new man, ;mtl i n  a new wor id .  Nor is it thus only 
wit11 thc  int l i r i th ,~l  anenlbt~s c~f a state, hut I ~ Pgreat whole-the 
entire of tht: pol)u!iitici~i bas its t)appi!wss i n c r ~ s ~ e d ,  SO that  it is 
universally hoe, that w?'i:twrer XT ! h l  a nitlion vshcre tile pcoplc 
genrrolly 'Ire ctiucatr:l snd  iritelligent, t hn t  nation is n contrnteil and 

a I ~ ~ p p y  also. W'ho ~ o 1 1 1 t lprcf2.r tEic uittl ccecdo~n of the sav-
age  ; i rd  11is j o j s ,  i o  t h e  mild rcstri\inl, comhrt  a r d  cr~joymentof his 
enlighteuctl ric:ig!iLor ? 



Other benefits arising from a general diffusion of knowledge, might 
be mentioned here, hut we fwbear. W e  have endeavored to show 
that  such a diffusion increases the prosperity, virtue, and happiness 
of a nation ; ant? i t  is from this position that TVC derive an impor- 
tant  point in our argnrnent, which is:-The obligaiion of a State to 
provide &for ~IL'L'sgenerut dt'sremi?tation of knowledge among i ts  people. 

Governments are  formed for certain and specific purposes. In a 
state of nature, each one is  free to do what and as  he  chooses. But 
h e  enters into a compact with others, by which a government is 
formed ; some natural rights a r e  yielded for the general good of all, 
and in consideration of certain benefits, which the governed seek and 
require, and which the ruler or rulers agree shall be accordingly con- 
ferred upon them. Anlong these are, that the membersshall be pro- 
tected in their persons and property ; ;mother and more important. 
one at the present is, that the  government shall so conduct itself- 
that  the State, throl~gh its Legislatures or other constituted agents, 
shall make such laws, and adopt s w h  a course of policy, as shall 
confer the greatest amount of happiness upon its tnembers ; and shall 
give them the greatest degree of prosperity consistent with the gen- 
eral g o d  of all. We have already shown, that a good cammon~ 
schooi system prctluces and efiects these results, a d  we  therefore con-, 
clude, that it is thc higl~rst  int-erezt of the State, its most imperative 
duty, to establish and maintain such a system, and by all necessary 
rules, laws and regulations, to give it  life and a f d l  and complete 
operation. And not this alone-it has not only to pass laws, but i t  
must furnish, or provide for, thc rncans also. ?'he wealth oi' a na-
tion belongs to the iridivitluais of t irat n a h n  ; when i l  is ilecessary 
to  pro~note the general good, that wealth shoold be applied to effec-
tuatc that end, not with a lar-ish, not with a penurious hand, but in 
such a manner as  no st :,iTectun!ly to accomplish the object desircd. 
The  schools thus  provided, being f'cr the common ber~cfit ~ l fthc State, 
should he supported by the State ; not directly it may ~ c ,but a t  lrast 
indirectly ; that is, that in  some way or olhrr, the property of the 
State, in a.fcr,ir, just  and equal proportion uccordlng l o  t he  dlflerent 
interesls dzflered persms m:ty have i n  the s.i;l+xt, or the more i m -  
mediate or remde  b~ni.Ji tsthey may derive Jram the sums Zllns ap-
preprinted, should be made to support ihcsc schools so esta?)lished 
for the general good of all. They should also i ~ efree l o  all. Such 
schools the Stale is 1)ouncl to provitle ; schools which are  open to all ,  
whence no one shall be exclutletl, whatever his race, or comparative 
situation i n  lifc ; but whose doors shall open as gladly to one as to 
another, and where all shall be on a perfect equality. W e  claim not 
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that  the State should so  bestow its means as  to give to every one, 
freely, a coilegiate cr even an academic education ; but only that  it 
is bound, by every consideration of utility and justice, to  furnish the 
means ibr the common education of every child within its bounda- 
ries-that it should give to every one a n  opportunity for so  improv- 
ing the powers which Nature's God hds given him, that h e  may be 
enabled to discharge the ordinary dulies of life with eace, and cor- 
rectly, and prepared also to  proceed farther and farther into the great 
ocean o! science which lays before him. E lse  the State has not 
performed all its duty : it hds not done all  in  its power to increase 
;he vi l tut ,  safety, ptosptrity, and happiness of its people, and i n  so 
far, is a drbtor to those who made it. 

A s  vie have before remarked, our State, early in  its existence as  
a n  inde1)cndent one, discovered this great truth, and setting itself to 
work  ao~ort1irq;ly in  1795, made an- appropriation of $50d,000 an-
nually for fivc gears, the people of the towns raising a corresponding 
amount, arid which sums were applied to the  support of common 
schools. F o r  some reason or o t l~r r ,  i t  appears that but $149,250 
were actnally paid during this titne, and that from the gear  1S01, 
when the last of said $aymrnts %as rnatle, to  1814, nothing what- 
sver was paill by the State for common school purposes. But 
though nothing was paid, the State was not unmindIul of its obliga- 
tion in the premises ; and i n  180.3 a n  act was passctl, appropriating 
500,000 acres of land " to raise a fund for the encouragement of 
common schools," which fund was to be a prrmanent; oue ; the Sur- 
veyor General to  sell the land, the Comptroller to loan the principal 
derived fro111 s u ~ hsale and the accruing interest, until the whole in -
terest should amount to $50,Ci00 annually, after which the interest 
mas to bc distributed anlorlg the common schools in such a manner 
a s  thc i,.gislaturc ,choul(I direct, and which investlnrnt was the foun- 
drtion o i  :he present school fund. 

I n  1810, another act was passed, which, providing fbr the pay-
ment of the salaries of' :he d e r k s  o f t h e  Supreme Court from their 
fees, directed that t he  surptus of those fees, after such salarics were 
paid, shouid he appropriakd to the common school fund. I t  was 
several yea s ,  however, before a surplus was realized, and the act it- 
self was rrpedlcci in  1521, some $78,000 having been received from 
t h e  opera! ias  of flie act. 

T h e  next stept in {hep.-rfecting of the system, was  the appoint-
mcnt by the Governor i n  1511, urlder a power conferred in the sup-



Jn 1814, the first appropriation h r a  the proceeds of the comnv~n 
school f u t d  cstablishtd in 1805, was  made. It was the bare pittance 
of $i8,376 orlly ; but it was the gerln of n mightier sum vll ich was 
thereafter to be rc:;:l~zetlfi.otn tile wise foresight of our fi~thers,in 
their liberal appropriation-an appropriation then comparatively 
worthlrss, but wlrich i t  w a s  fbreseei),3s tile result 113s prored true, 
mrjuld in the c t d  b:: of a yc::! an!l co:nwa:lr'ic:: ~ t l u - ,  Tiih f3r.d 

>i:? \-:,,.;,,I, %'>2;..:;>i: i,:;:;...':;< :.:!:%.: ;,,7,: c2c.,, i;  i ~ ~ , 1 V J  

w w n  we t~avea cnpilai L!t:iongir~~1.0 orir c<)niltJitil sclwol fun t l  of 
$2,244,000, protected a t d  assured to 11.; by the gua~antccsof the 
Constitution, as a fi~ntlfor common school purposes, set apart invio-
late and forever. From this fllncl, \vkrich must gradually yet surely 
from tile pro~isionsof the same Const iiution, increase, we now an-
nually distribute $9Sri,OC;O ant1 more, whir:ll s:m, increasiug as the 
fund itself' bas enlargctl, will each year make our schools more and 
more perfectly atitl practically '' frce.'" 
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Uct, i t  is not  in this manner aloile that the Stijte has ent lez~ored 
to discharge the ~ lu ty  iricur111ic;rit aiporl i t ,  o i  ctiucatiug aid ii~iprovirtg 
its popularion. It h.is set a p r t  another. f'untl, the :~ir l ,u i t i  incn~r!:: of 
which is applicvl to the p u ~ c h ; ~ s i n gmrl Itr:e;)ia~f; up of a suitable 
misccll;~ncous l ibrary  i r ~  earh of the school clishicts o f  tile State. 
It was a wise, a laudable, and a benevolent poiicy whicl~instigatetl 
this mcasure, and one tire influence of which carlnot even be i'ully 
estimatctl, a n d  least of i i l l  cannot be duing the gencra~ionin which 
it originatctl. The  liitrgs of the 0111 \r.orld have collected at their 

of book$, r;art., ~ a l r t a ! ~ l ~ ,capitals \ w t  n~~:nlters aiid costly. They 
a re  carefully kept in  spltwlitl buiidings, which arc atlor~re;! ;\-it!i a11 
the rmbelli>hrnents ot art. 'So the W I : ~ ,  the curious inquir,er, the 
wealthy, or the noble, they are opcn; i u t  ta the  'ni!itcrrttc, tlw ~ p r ,  
or the ignoblt,, from their locatiorl, and the ban of prij~idiceor cus-
tom, t11t.y are Sorbitltlen places, a n d  their vo!utnes, emphatiin!ly, 
" sealed ~OO!<S." Of w h a t  use to the peasuit of N o r n w d y  or the 
sunny plains of Langurdoc., are ail the treasures tii!pnsitetl in t:~e 
libraries of the French c i ~ p i k ~ l ?  Of wl~a tus(! to tlw scrf'c:' Russia, 
or to the laborer of Ei1gli111(1, are  the librarirs at St. Pctersburgii or 
London? Of v h a t  use arc any of tl:c l ibrnrivs of Europe KO the 
great mass of  the surroitnrlii~g popi.dittiotr? None! '1'1.) the vzst 
m;ljority, they might as  well bt: h s i c t l  i n  tht: tltlpihs of the st:;, or 
scatleretl to the four wintls of h a v e n ,  as to  !.I? whcre t l l i :y  arc, 

The State of New.Yor1c hxs tlonc: 'lwttcr auif snore u.i:;~ly ihnn the 
Iringtloin.; of the  old wlwltl. \Vitil+, iikc t w m ,  she Itas girth:!icx! her 
splcnditl l ibri~ryat llcs ,Capitol, n f t i c l a  carrtaiuni, as it sbuul. I, b30k3 



of rare ~ n d  costly value, many of n h i c h  are  valuable to only a few, 
she hqs heeded the want.:, not of  a portion only of her population, ! 
but those of the whoie of it. I n  every district through all her State, I 
she has placed a library of such books a s  her farmers, her me- i 
chailit s, her merchants, her apprentices, her whole people, old or i 
young, need That  l i h a r y  is open for all;  no one is excluded or  

I 

de'tsarsetl from its plibilegcs; but each one finds, at home, a library 
for his own and his neighbors' use. 

Viewed in titis Jigilt, the spectacle whicli New-York presents i s  a 1 
proud znd a ;)lorious one.. She has divided the Siritc into eleven 1thousand five hundred districts of sorrvenierit siz!. ; i n  every one of 
these she has  caused to be erected a school house, helped to pay the 
t e a c l ~ r  who hacr taught ih rw,  and side by side with  the  school 
house has placed a library such as t i e  population reacts. T h e  spec-
tacle Lrult is rnc which inay challenge the admiintion of i h e  world. 

Your cotnrnittce ask pardon for this seeming digrrssion. Wc 
should lrot h a w  a l l u d t ~ lto rktlr libiary system, but we could not for- 
bear, wiicn spcakii)g of n11:t has been done for the causc of popu- B 

b '  
l a r  education, to r d e r  to  this point also, and for the further reason 
that aomc of your petitioners have aslied, that the !'und now applied 
for the purchwr of libraries may be devoted to a different purposc. 

By that system the State  annually di3tributeii to thc severdl towns 
of the >,tatt.. thc ir propo:ilonate share of' the reycnues of the Com- 
nlon S(h o d  Funt i .  'Fhr boards of suprrr isors, :it their annual w e t -
ings t n w t d  to be I*y\icd, on c a t h  of the towns in thrir rounties, a 
sum t q d  i n  a m o a n t  i n  that r x e i r ~ t lfrom the State, and su th  fur-
ther  sum as the elcc2ors o f  the town !; ight have t1i:ectetl ; thcw 
sums, ( n i t h  thc achtittion of that  ~ w e i i c d  by sorntl towns from local 
and ot1,t.r funtls, anti amounting, i n  all the  State, to an annual aver- 
age of $20,C00,) made the putrlic ni9riry of thr. town, which was 
divided among tht: several sclwol d ~ s t r i r l s  of the town i n  propor-
tion to  the X , I U X ! ~ C ~of children t l~ewiu,o\c3r  firc and under sixteen 
years of age, a:cording to the last report of tbc d i s t ~ i c t  trustees 
Schnols were to  he kept d u r i n g  four months in  each year, and for 
such longer iimc as the trustees should dttcrmine, and the amount 
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" 
taxed for that purpose i n  proportion to the number o f  days their 
children hdt l  attended :he school. 

I 
As Lie have hefore remarked, this system worked well, Minor 

defects n e w  from time t o  time discovered in it, which were rectified 
as fast and as  well 2s: possible, but no material alterations mere made 
in  it from the time of its institution in 1812, except those before 
mentioned, until within a se ry  reccmt peliod. I 

1 Within a few years, however. in  some of our cities anti l a r m  

after d,.tiueting the public money, by a direct tax upon the property 
of the district. T h e  d v a n t a g e  of it is that no one is tietrrred from 

crowtlerl with the ~h i l t l ren  of' foreigners and others, the system work-
ed, atid ever must wolk, advantageously, from the large number of 
those who draw pubiic: money and the greater compnra:ive eheap- 
ness of supporting schools in  such places, than in the sparse and 1 
thinly settled countq  distrivts. 14 

A d e f d  in the old system, of a grave and serious character, was 1 
tha t  tnxny who really oi~gl~t  have been exempted from any aridto 
all Ihe burthem of cotrunon schools, eitlier from tho ina t t~n t ion  or 
remissnecs of tlrc district trustrcs, or a pride on  their part for which 
they v~oaltl  not c l ~ i r n  it, were not exempted, and were deterred from 

cers, tht. :~nrnber of ch~l&rcu who were, for thew reasons, kept from 
our sr!roo!s. The rrtorns upon tiii? head were w r y  imperfect, but 
enough .sas retu~ncclto authorize the opinion that, in all the State, 
over 4( i ,OW cl~ildren were thus  ilcpri\eii of a participalion in the 
benefits of' our common schools. 'This was a serious evil ; these 
childrtlrl were lo i le  povided ibr, w e  would h a w  been unjust to have 
left t1,ern practically unable to  enter thost: schools which the State  
and its ci t imns had provided for their benefit as well as h r  that of' 
any ~ t h e r  children. 
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repral. They come f r o m  rvcry corner of t'hc State; from our ria-
l a p s ;  our seclnrltri clist~ir;is; jrom clur boarOs of a u p r a i s o r s ;  our 
town nwetirlgs; our district unretiugs; our pr~blic oflicers; p u b I i ~  
meetings; from the high aruJ the low, t i l t>  r i rh anti t h v  poor; those 
\vho v 0 f ~ 1  for, anti those who m t t d  ;;gainst i t ;  all ages, eontlitions 
~ n t l  classes, are Irere, ant! rtspec:tllrlly ask us, either to  d i e  cssmtial  
and itnportar~t anren~linents to the law, or, by its rcpcal, to place us 
where we  \sere befort., upon ahe platform we had occupietl since 
1812. It) this manaer, and fc r  these purposes, some t ~ c l i t y  tllcmand 
namps, of .;vl~ich over two thousand are  for amendments, and over 
seventeen thousand a re  for repeal, have been presented to us; and 
w e  are  called upon, by every consideration oi duty anrl interest, to 
listen to these complaints, and g r m t  such relief as  it. may be in our 
power to  beststom. 

It is not strange, that  the change from the  rate-bill to  the n r w  
system shaultl be accompanied with evils, tlifficulties and embarrass- 
ments. That  was to be expected, but no one could have calculated, 
j~ltlging from rhe workings of the fiee system in our cities and villa- 
ger, tha t  its operations, i n  the country, would be so  tlivastrous to  the 
best interwts of' our srhools, 2s the result has shown. E'or years, 
the as.erag'r: length of' time that schools have been taught, has been 
eight ~nontlls throughout thc State ; now, gour corn~uittee hazard 
no i l~ ingin saying, t ha t  i t  wi l l  not w e r a g e  more than fire o r  s i x  
months, 2 n d  aww i t  not SOTthe necessity imposed by law, t ha t  schools 
shall be Icrpt up f i ~ rfour ~nontlls i n  the year, the average woul~l reach 
eve:) less I h a n  f1'i.e mor~rhs : ant1 the time in wtiioi: our sci:ools are 
kep t .opm,  would thm Iw retlrwrl nvariy one-half, .rrllei.eas now, as 
i t  is, thi!j term i s  ~wlucwl a t  lrnst one-third f ' r m  its usual a re rage  
beforv. N J ~o t ~ l yare our solm)ls thus c:losctP for a portion of  the 

vhictt  1 1 i t ' ~wew hfi)re taught, hut th!s d i t ~ ~ i n u t i m  year, ( i i ~ r i t ~ g  is 
acccxnpai&d by much ill-Scrling on the part of those who wercr i l l-

ter~(lctit o  be bent41tetl by the ;ict in qucstion ; innleetl, i t  cannot be 
drni td,  t h a t  as  thr: l a w  row is, i t  i s  conilemnetl by the wllole anrl 
united voice of tile people of the State, who, i n  grcat nulnb~:s, a s  
i t  w c ~ i ~ ,haart: come in  us, and petitioned that we repeal it from our 
statute books, or ttlse makc? such arnentlrnents to i t  ss shall. mnlte i t  
more i~cceptab ieto t\lcm, anri, as they claim, and v c  beliere, more 
b e n e k i a l  to the cause of common schools. Among these pel i~ioncrs  
we recognise names of high star:tling and influence, men of expe- 
1ienc.e anrl judgment, Inen of wealth and indigence, men of all 
classt*s and tiittlstions i n  lift , ;  nnil believing as vie do, that no SJS-
tern, however pelfi:ct in itself, cain be of benefit, when opposed by 



those interested i n  it, wc feel ourselves bound to do what x e  can to 
allay !he existing excitement, and to sugjiest snrh n::iendixents or 
alteratiot~s as  shall bring back our cotnmon schools to thc~ir former 
healthful action, their former hold upon the affvct io~s and estrern of 
our people. And in order that we may recorninelid such a:nr.rdments 
or alterations as will ! lest accnmplish this end, it  is proper to exam-
ine into the principal cause.; of complaint now made aga!n,t the  
law, that, like wisp physicims, un~lerstnnrlrn~ the tliwase, its loca- 
tion, and i t s  causes, we may l )~"able to al~plythe p r o p r  remedy. 

T h r  nrosI- prominent 0b,jecti01~, and your committee is coristraincd 
to say, that in thr i r  opinion i t  is a valid one, is the unequal rate of 
taxation i n  tlilfrrcnt co~:nties, towns ant1 rl~btricts cvcn, which is 
causrd I,y the prac tic~ai w o ~ k i n g  of the present law. No douht can oe 
entertainell tbxt this taiation i~ most unequal and sh~>ulclbe corrected. 
The pnblic moncJy i s  c i i~ t r ihu t~dinfo the several school districts of 
the town, in yroportion to the number of children therein ot a cer- 
ta in  age. Now, iil thc  large* distiic.ts t b e ~ e  lieing a grrat n ~ m b e rof 
these children, morp money is r e ~ e i v d  than in the  smaller ones, the 
proportion being in some instances, as  qrcat as f m n  1 to 3, o r  even 
5 ; that is to say, whilv one district nlwy r e w i l e  $25 of public 
money, another onc in the S R ~ Ptown, and i t  may be  ;II) ailjoining 
one, receives $75, $190 or even $160, uliilp it is evident to every 
one, that the  cxpensr of the stvtvnl si:hools d1fr.c.r but comparative-
ly in a small degree. A house has to  be built i n  vac.11, fiw! furnished, 
leachw hoarded, and teacher hired,  so t h n i  the expense\ o f  ihe sinal. 
ler one art, nea,ly as :rent as thosc of the Iarger hrhool, though the 
amount ol' tl.ei: public money i s  so \-cry much d i s r e n t  i n  amount. 
And again, in tllv Iaigr: distrii is, thclr i u  mnlr prcperty, l!sually, 
than i r ~  the smaller, and the const icjue~~~~c~is, that nhtw t l x e  t ax  is 
levied upon the ciistiict, to collect the i i~ rount  ~emainir.:; due for 
teacher's wazcs, kc . ,  the amount raised in the sninller i n  proporlion 
to its valuation i s  very much greater than in  the larger tlislrict. 

A very few esam1;les may Ee introduced, we!] iiuthenticntrd, which 
will more completely show thv present operation of the  sy~tern,as 
far as it regards this subject. 

In  Queens county, we are told by pet i t iontm from there, the fol-
lowing are the amounts of taxable property in  severit1 of the  towns, 
the number of children, and the arnorint per cent paid for the schuol 
tax, viz : 

1 
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Taxable property. Scholars. . Taxs 
Roslyn, 
Great Neck, 

$169,000 
311,000 

over 
'C 

200 
93 

bas to raise 36c on $100 
" &' 12c c c  

FlowerITlll ,  195,000 - *  98 6 r  9% 6L 

Cow Bay, d r  ~ ( 3  SL 66 6C 

Again : in Cortiand county, E:) O n e  (ii.trict9 where the assessment 
of property is about $12,5:!0, i: has bccn ii)uilil necessary to keep 
up n srhooi eight month.., to itrise $67 0;) i!)c t axh lc :  property of 
the district ; uliilc on t l : ~  o :kr  l.:tnd, it) aarntlidr district uvl:ei-e a 
school is 1ccpt ten mnnthq with ~l~ii;!,hiig:,t~wages to t c x l ~ : : ~than  
in  the other, they have to raise LLl t$63, by a clib'irict Lax, upon t h e  
properly of the district, :r hirh is assrsstd a t  f ~ o m$lOC),CIW to $150,-
000. 

Again : in manj  r L  the dssirlcis, such si th .  aiispzirfJ brLwi,rnthe 
valuation and number of s h i l d r e ~ ~ ,that the district, w h r l :  i' -eceices 
i t s  apportionmrnt oi the public 1-1 ~nc.y, receice. .from $I$ to $60 less 
than the amount x i u d l j  paid by i t  u p n  the tax. 

Other irist:mcw Lave conlz t f ,  a h howle t lgc  of j70ur cornmiltee, 
but we wiil not i,!lte tirilc la :nr n l i m  llwm ; thosr \I t1 h-,I r given, 
are not  t ' : i tr tm OIJCS, 01 S U C ~as rarely occur ; from Il#r nature of 
the case, t i ~ ~ yrn i i~ ibil f ~ q u e n ' rand u : : i v ~ l w l ,  a n d  ,;rzwnt a stlofig 
argummt against t h o detniis, (it least of thc present hw.  

Another objection, and on(>which :;at's furtht'r f h ~ nthe- last, is, 
th:~t it 1s not right fr,r thr S t d t t :  to  name lilority by tax, for thisCL 


( , i l lpurposca, to m y  qteater clxttnt than ~t did un t i i i  the I,iw. The 
objectioi? opposes the pri cent sysicrn of taxation itself, wi thout  regard 
to any p a r t i d a r  incqua!~ty which may result from it. I n  rpgnrd to 
this objection, your committee ittc partially apart. lFr1 one  view of 
the rase, if '  illix amount could Le r.1ism1 directlj by a State tax, they 
would rccwrnmenrl that it st~orlltibe. so collected ; as tha t  cannot be 
done, a tlivasity of v i e w  aliscs, io r - p r d  to  the  practical operations 
of a systclm of county Idxation, in  lieu of a Stale one, which with 
othcr matters caused 1;s to disagree, and has its influencc i u  prevent-
ing US fiom making a ui~nnimousrepolt. 
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prcscribm This prnri-inn Icnrer i k  i n  t h e  power of tlisaffectetl in- 
dividml., who m a y  happen to obtain a majt l~i ty  i~ their cli.trict, to  
shut u ~ ~ t h ~ i rw h w l  for right mo~tih'; in  the j r a r . ,  i i  power whivh we 
think silc;t~ltlnot kii. lrfi to the -i-,iscilinting mind or esciteinrnt of n 
publip inv~tin;;, but wiiic-11 S ~ O U I ~br' rt'qfored 10 the trustees, who are 
freely t h o s m  liy r h  ~ o t e ~ sof the distlict, as cap \ , l e  and qualified t;r 
a r t  f c x  the rest i n  the entire mnllagernent of thr i r  rninrnm scliools, ) I  

or  else be definitely fixed by the legislature itself. Your corninittoe 
are  unnnirnously of the opinion, that hat1 this pto'i i s ~ o n  been left out 
of the law of 1849, many of the !,ad effects of tlac freesystem, would 
have bren avoitletl, antl there would be more hartnony in  our com- 
mon school operations than now existq* T h e  practical etfect of the 
provision, was to array one class against another, and create divis- 
ions, dissensions and i l l  will i n  a cause which, of all others, should 
receive the united, hearty and co-dial sripport of all. 

Another objection, and one to which we  hare before referred, is, 
the operation of the present law, in alitninisliing the length of time 
in which our c o n m ~ m  schools are tqught. A bare referer~cr to  the 
petitiuus for the r e p 4  of the l a v  will abundantly show, t l~a t  this ob- t 
jection is  fhuntlcd upon the tnrth. It is a Pamentable fact, that in 
many, i z i ~ t l  j m i r  co~urrbit~eeis (IF the opirimo, that in a majorily of 
the di4trit:k in the St:ltc, rithrr no svhool has b w r ~  voted or that  the 
trus'ets are trrti np to s lour, f i k t  or six tnonth's school At least it 
car.not lit: 11eni:vl 0:- (ftspuIt~tl,t h a t  the aT elage Icngth of iirxle, during 
w h i ~ hsi.hools $1 i l l  lie taught i n  1S50, will be muc.1~ unclcr the ave- 
rage of ~ 8 4 9 ,n r  of' any of he p~ec:,ttinglt-ntlj. This  fac t  should 
h a r e  a garat idlwncc upon ou r  i ~ r l i o n ,  J! is our tlutj, our i m p -  
a t i ~ etilliy, io  so n q u l a t c  c m  common schooLsyslc.in, that our schools 
bc not d~r r i~ i ; id~ :  or shor tcnetl in t h e i ~  tel ms, and i f  ocrtl  1 0  ~rwfiiltlc~ss, 

~ \ Y B~ ~ ~ ~ s u c ~ Ias  to tiil i l ln14thrir wrfulnc.as, i n  any r e y w t ,  or  to close 
theLn E f j ) ,  for d ~ w t i t dnlien ? h e  int,wsts oi our c.l:iltlrc~n dtw:~nti they 
sho,~ldhe open ; t h t  c wr ~ h c ~ u l 0apl, ly n corrczctivr;either i n  1,wtotal re- 
peal of r l m p  h i i s ,  01 t l~rc>n;\ctrnenrot such amentlrnents. as  will accom- 
pli.11 the ot?jrct rlt.siretl, We stio1tlt3tlo something to htbal {hi.: clificulty, 
antl to b r i n g  back our srliools to the s i twt ion  which t h e j  occu1iiccl 
but a fvw short months ago, from which they have so su, ide~~ly,SO 

unfortunately fallen. 

Many other objections Eire u r g d  by your uumerous petilioncrs, for 
which they c l i l i r~~t h d t  the I,iw sho~ilrlbe repealed. 'rime, Im\\ever, 

f t )mill not p ~ r n i t11s I(;tlo Ltrt11t.r tt,drl lmrvly refer to tllem. It 
is claimtd t tar  i t  is not the duty of t h e  governtncnt to  suppot t com-
mon schools by connpiilsaly taxat ion ;aim i t  i s  n law of llalure that 



a parent should take care of the education of his children, while the 
jaw, in  effect, takes i t  from h im and gives it to  the State  ; that  
minors are taxed for their property, without their consent ; that old 
wen, who have, by their industry, accumulated property and educa- 
ted their own children in such a manner as they thought best, are  
now taxed for the education of the children of others ; t h a t  the law, 
though intended for the benefit of the  poor man, wwks against him, 
as it in many instances shuts up the school against his children for eight 
months i n  the year ; tha t  the old law afforded all needed help to  the 
poor, and was a voluntary, while this is a compulsory one ; that the 
jaw is mconstitutional, or if not, is unjust and cannot be  sustained ; 
that it  helps the vicious and indolent only ; that a t a x  might as  well 
be levied and collected for the  benefit of religious and charitable so-
cieties, witla a thousand other objections which we will not mentiou, 
as they are of a minor character, and shonld not have a controlling 
influence in a matter of the great importance which this possesses ; 
and in regard to the objection which w e  have just specified, i t  will 
be seen, by a glance, that  many are equally applicable t o  the old a s  
to the new law, and indeed, if valid here, would b e  equally ~ a l i d  
againrt  any taxation for any purpostb whatever. 

With this t iew of the case, your committee are  unanimously of  
the opinion, that something should be doee to relieve those who are 
really su&ring under the present lam, to  relieve the interests of our 
col?rnoil schools from the incubus whicbh lays upon thcm. Of the ne- 
cessity of this, there can  be no tlouht ; the difficulty, and Et is a 
grea t  one, is to apply proper and appropriate m a n s  for the  accom- 
plishment of the object so ardently desired. I n  common with every 
one, we haw but one wish, one aim in the matter ;  and that is, to so 
remedy the evils under which we are now ]:thoring, a s  to  place our 
common schools on a proper, sure, and lasting basis, a basis upon 
which they mag. accomplish their mission as the mental and moral 
nurseries of those who a re  t o  succeed us. 

On the one hand a majority of your cornmiitee have come to the 
conclusion that the law can be so amended as  to  remove the difficul- 
ties now in the way, and to the entire satisfaction of the people. 
On the other hand, the minority after giving the subject as careful 
and attentive a cor~sideration as  they can do, have not been able to  
acquiesce in  this conclusion, and, accordingly, must dissent therefrom. 
Believing as the majority does, that the lax: can be properly amend- 
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ed, they have prepared, and herewith submit, a bill for that purpose. 
I t s  provisions are brief, but such as they think calculated to remove 
all just grounds of complaint, and to restore our common schools tcp. 
their former high standing and prosperity, and also open and free to 
all. They have thought it their duty, in view of the overwhelming 
majority in favor of free schools, at the last election, to amend the 
law, rather than repeal ;to cure its infirmities rather than to take 
away its existence, They do not pretend or imagine that, even with 
these amendments, it will be a perfect law ; but they cannot hut  
think, that it will be greatly improved by them, that our people will 
be satisfied, and wait for time and experience, and future legislation 
to make such further amendments as may be found necessary. 

The  main features of the amendments proposed by the majority 
of your comaiittee, with the reasons fbr them, may be here briefly 
stated. 

Carrjlng out the principle laid down in the former part of this 
report, that the property of the State should pay for the common 
school education of its children, and realizing the great inequality 
which now exists in the necessity for raising so rnwh from the 
districts, your committee have proposed to  raise an additional amount 
by direct taxation: were it possible, under the provisions of the 
Constitution, they would recommend that this be a State tax; as it 
is not, they have adopted the next best plan, and propose to raise 
the additional sum by direct taxation upon the respective counties; 
they accordingly provide, it2 the second section of their bill, that 
there shall be levied upon the counties a sum amounting to twice 
that received from the State, instead of an equal sum, as now, and 
the same upon the towns as under the pesent  law. They also pro- 
vide, in section 10 of their bill, that the library money may be a l s ~  
applied for the support of teachers-ages, if a majority of the legal 
voters of the district shall so direce. By a calculation based upon 
the public and other moneys of the past year, and the current ex-
penses for teachers9 wages, &., during the same time, it is found 
that, if the public moneys are the same this year as that, and teach- 
ers' wages, kc., also the same, the additional sum now proposed tct. 
be raised on the counties, joined to the library money, will so nearly 
pay all the usual coinmon school expenseq of the year, as to leave 
but an average sum of three dollars to be raised in each district of 
the State-a sum really trifling and unimportant. But your com- 
mittee are aware that, according to the present system of apportioning 
the public moneys among the several districts, if this additilonal sum 
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which they propose is raised, some districts will receive much more 
than they may need, even to keep up a school during the whole 
year; while the poorer districts, those which most need help, will 
receive but a comparatively small pittance, and will languish under 
the burthens of taxation, and, as a necessary consequence, will 
gradually become extinct, or their schools useless. 

To prevent this consequence, your committee have proposed, in 
the fifth section of their bill, to introduce an entirely new system of 
apportionment, and one which they think will, at the first glance, 
commend itself to the approbation of every one. By its provisions, 
two-fifths of the public money of the town, applicable to teachers' 
wages, are to be equally divided among its several districts, and the 
remainder in proportion to the number of children in the districts 
attending school for four months or morc during the preceding year. 
The advantages of this proposition are, that it  will give a greater 
proportionate amount of money to the smaller and poorer districts, 
and thereby lessen their burthens, while, at the same time, by divid- 
ing a certain share of the money, in a proportion based upon the 
number of scholars actually attending school, it will oger to parents 
and others an inclucement to get all their children ioto their schools, 
as the more in actual attendance, the more the district rcceives of 
the bounty of the State. By this section, then, we aim to make a 
more perfect distribution of our pu' lic money, and to call a greater 
number into attendance as pupils in our common schools; results 
which should be desired by evcry one--which no one will oppose. 

Experience has shown that the present provision requiring schools 
to be kept only four months in each year, is much too short; and 
your committee have therefore, after much thought and deliberation, 
concluded to require that they shall be kept a t  least eight months in 
the year, or be debarred from a participation in the public moneys. 
As this, however, might sometimes work injnstice, they have given 
to the town superinttndcnt authority to lesscn this time, for a proper 
cause to be shown him. This provision, with its guard, the ma- 
jority think a good one, and one which will have a beneficial effect; 
they therefore most cordially recommend it for your adoption. 

Another feature of their proposcd bill, and one which not only the 
majority, but the minority of your committee also, think an impor-
tant and salutary one, is, that they propose to strike out the third 
and fifth sections of the present free school act. W e  have before 
referred to these sections, as containing some of the most objection- 



able features of the present law, as  ihey have put i t  in the  power of 
a majority of each district to reduce the time their schools are lrept 
to  a very m a l l  one, and one much !oo limited for the best interests 
of their children. But they have clone more than this ; their prac-
tical operation has sown (!isension and discord in  many a district, 
where before were peace and harmony, and inflicted a nound upon I kthe cause of popular education by estranging those who mere for-
rnerly fiicnds, which, under the most skilful mmnagwnrnt, i t  will 
take years t o  heal. Yocr committee, thinking i t  better to entirely 
take this power from the vacillating opinions and views of a district 
meeting, have struck those sections frcm their propo>etl bill, and, a s  
before remarked, fix the time by statute in which schoc,ls are to  be 
kept, subject to  necessary alteration by the town superintendent. 

T h e  majority of gour committee have proposed other amendments; 
as, if schools are  kept longer than eight months, that any sum to be 
raised for the increased time, shall be collected by a rate bill ; that  
each district 1n2y direct how the fuel shall be pricw-ed, and how the 
teacher boarded ; that the expenses of the districts shall not exceed 
a certain sum; with others, the, necessity or ot~ject of which will be 
apparent withont any explanation on onr part, and we, therefore, 
leave them ni thout  any further remark, respectlully w h i t t i n g  them 
fur the  approcal, or, a t  least, for the kind and h i o r a b l e  consicleration 
of the House. 

I n  p r e p l i n g  i h e w  aalnrntlments, they have had much trouble and 
Jifficulty. The  field is a new one, and it  must remain for actual ex- 
pexirnent to tcst the utility or the inutility of the bill they have fram- 
ed. That it will, if passed, be of btncfit to our common sc~hools, and 
harrr~onizethe co~iflicting feeling; now existing, is their sincere be- 
!ief, and they, arcordingly, as  sincerely desile that  it uiay be adopted. 

I t  is  with much diSdence anti embarrassment that  tile minority of 
your committee has felt itself compelled to dissent from the conclu- 
sions of the majority. I n  doing so, they are governed by a sincere 
desire to act only for the best interests of our common schools, and 
to restore them to their former high standing, their former useful- 
ucss, and their forrncr position in the regards of our people. The 
subject is a delicate one ; i t  is one of the utmost importance, and w e  
would not rashly propose to  go back, for the present, a t  least, to our 
r'ormer system. We, however, are  constrained to think, that  in the 
present crisis, no other course is open before us; that no other plan 
rvill satisfy our people, or remove the deep and all pervading feeling 



of hostility which exists against our present law; that amend it as we 
may, it will stili be the system of which they so heartily disapprove 
wow, of which, we fear, they would as heartily disapprove hereafter. 

It is bcgond a doubt, that the people do disapprove of th? 
details, a t  least of the present law. Its operation has had a with- 
er ing and a b!asting e&ct. Is ~t not, then, reasonable to  l~elieve, 
that, although the law bc amended, and its more repnlsl\e provi- 
sions stricken out, if it still retain any 01 its old features, i t  wil'. 
notwithstanding ail its amendments, be unpopular with thc people. 
W e  think that it  is ; and, thinking so, cannot turn a deaf ear to  the 
thousands of petitioners, who have asked its unconditional repeal, 
They ask this, that they may return for the present, a1 least, to their 
old and well-tried system, we11 satisfied ao they are, that it is not al-
ways well to changc from a good a d  available plan to one uctried 
and unknown. T h e  free school system promised well ; the name 
bad in i t  a charm ; it was pleasant to  the ear  of the poor man ; i t  
sounded musically to him as he thought of the benrfits i t  vioultl con- 
fer or, his children arcund him ; the man of moderate :wans and 
the one of wealth were as charmed cs he ; ail thought ~ i o t  of its pos- 
sible evils, bilt they 1 o o k ~ d  only a t  its probable benefits, and the 
good it  had clone in the crowded city ; and the result was, that ,a 

majority, cocn!ing bj7 its hundred awl tens of thousands, spoke in 
favor of the law A fey; months only, and the fee!inz is changed ; 
the  poor man finds, as the Inw cammecccs its workings, that his 
children are deprived even of a part of their former privileges, for the 
school house ( l o r  is now closcd a t  tirnm when it was opencd before, 
and there are stern feelings rising in the breast of the rich Inan 
against him, as one whose children lie is obliged to educate by com- 
pulsion, wliich he is 10th to do ; the man of motlerzte wealth, the 
man cf  great wealth, and the one who has educated his own family 
according to the means with w h ~ c h  hc was blessed, now find their 
taxes increased, their poor neighbors educating their children upon 
the  funds thc law has wrung from thcm ; and they imbibe a stern 
prejudice against it in all its aspects, pro'lisions and features. The 
minority are  constrained to believe, that amcnd that law as  we  may, 
it mill be looked upon with a n  unfavorable eye, and regarded by all 
with unconquerable feelings of aversion. 

But the minority of your committee leaving, for the present, their 
general objections to  the proposed amendments, and to which they 
propose to again refer before they concluilc, h a r e  some serious ob- 
jectioi~s to several of the particular amentlmcnts which are pro-



posed in the bill submitted by the majority, and they wish, as  briefly 
as may be, to  refer to them. 

One of the  sections of the bill so proposed, provides, that  the li-
brary money may, in the discretion of the  voters i n  the district, b e  
applied for the payment of teacher's wages. T o  this proposition, 
your minority can never agree. The  library fund should be a sacred 
one, never to  be diverted. I t  does not now, ncr did i t  ever, belong 
to the Common School Fund ; and that fund has no right to it, more 
than it has to  any other of the funds of the State : if given then, to  
that fund, as it  practically is, under the provisions of this section, it 
is given withod consideration, and to the  destruction of one of t h e  
most valuable and important of all our conmon school interests. 
W e  do not clsjm that our library system is perfect ; or that i t  has, 
in all respects, worked according to the intentions of' its originators; 
but we do claim, in all sincerity, that it has done, and is doing, alp 
incalculable amount of gcod, an amount not yet fully percei~ed,  but 
which after years nil1 more completely and satishctorily develop. 
W h o  can estimate the value of the in f lue~cr  it exerts in giving our  
young men a taste for reading? W h o  can tell the amount of its 
influence in forming the youthful mind ? W h o  can now, or ever, 
sum up  all its benefits ? However convenient or proper, then, i t  
might be in individual instances, to apply this fund to the support 
of common schools, (and such cases there are,) your minority cannot 
consent that it be diverted from its original purpose. The  systein is 
now defective ; granted ; shall u e  then away with it  ? No ! the 
defects are not inherent in the systtm itseif ; let us thcn remove and 
remedy these defects, but preserve the rest. 

Another feature of the proposed bill to  v,hich the minority cannot 
assent is the provision, that if schoois are bvpt fur a longer time 
than eight months in the year, the deficiency shall be rai~cc l ,as for- 
merly, by a rate-bill.. This, in poitit of p~ inc ip l r ,  t h o ~ ~ g l l  it may 
not be of great practical importance, Sour minority rleem very 
objectionable. If there is anything in  thr free school principle, then 
this provision is wrong ; if there is not, then there is n o  rwson why 
we  should not immediately retuln to the old rate-bill sjstem, and no  
necessity for a free school law, or tlxse great and extensive increases 
of' taxation which the majority bill proposes. 

Another objectionable view of the case is, that the taxation pro- 
posed by the majority will be rery unequal. It may not be as un- 
equal as  now, for the greater part of that which the present l a w  
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~ a i s e s  in  the several districts will be levied on  the county. Rut it 
must be obiious, that w e n  to raise the t a x  in this manner great in-
equality of taxation must ensue. The reldtive number of' children 
and amount of  taxable property in the several counties i s  very far 
from being uniform ; the same property is assessed a t  different rates 
i n  different counties, aod most of all, under our present assessment 

1 ,  laws, property owned in one county is frequently taxed in another. 
This  is particclarly the case in some of  the interior counties ; the 
surplus property of men of wealth i n  several of these is invested in  
banks, rail-road stock, incorporated companies for nlanafacturing 
purposes, &L, kc.,  in  d h e r  counties than their own ; and however 
?roper it may be, i n  ordinary cases, for that property t o  be  taxed 
i n  the county in which it is invested, we think it mould be unjust 
i n  a tzx such as this bill proposes. I f  the  property of the county 
is to be taxed for the becefit of common schools therein, then all  
the  property owned in the county should then be taxed, else great ine- 
quality and positive injustice must arise, i n  one c o ~ n t y  being de-
prived of its fair share of capital to the benefit of another. 

Indeed, the minority of your committee think that  in the absence 
of power to provide for the support of our common schools by a 
State tax, there is no system of taxation that c a n  be devised pro- 
posing to raise all the funds necessary by a direct t a x  aside from 
rate bills, that Lan operate otlaerwise than in an unequal and unjust 
inrnner. 

There may h'e other objections to particular provisions in  the pro- 
posed bill, but the minority, leaving them, will return to others of a 
,more general cf-raractc:r. 

We think that, En theory at least, it is proposed to raise too much 
Sy general taxation. Upon this point the rninoritv would speak 
with grcat {liffitlcnce, and all due regard fbr the opinions of those 
who think tli&:rcntly than we (lo. .But this is a qr~cstion of vital  con-
sequence, and one to wl~ichwe si:ouhJ a i l  earr~es:lylook. T h e  State, 
as we  have before affirmed, should prc~vitfethe means for the common 
school education of all its chiltlren. T h e  prnperty of' the  State  in  a 
" fair, just a i d  equal propoi,tion" a~cortlirig to the  clin'erent interests 
different persons m y  have i n  the sul)jtct,or the wore i ~ n m d i a t e  or re- 
mote benefits they may derive, shoukl be matle to support our schools 
founded for the general good of all our children. The  tliiffculty IS to 
determine what is this " f'air, just and equal proportion." Upon this 
question the rninority may well hesitate in giving an opinion, for it 
i s  one of great doubt, and, we had altnost said, one impossible t o  
answer. They however, cannot help recognizing the principle, that 



there are two classes of persons who are interested in our common 
schools : those who send to then1 and who are directly, and those 
who do not and who are but i n d i r ~ c i l y ,  interested in the subject. 
If this distinction i s  ? correct one, then a result seems to follow, 
which is, that those who are directly interested should bear a greater 
proportion of the burthen than those who are but indirectly so, for 
the  reason that while, like the  others, as members of the State, they 
have an inilirect interest ; as patrons of the schools, as parents of 
the pupils I here being educated, they have, in  addition to that indi- 
rect interest, a direct one also. 

W e  therefore come to the conc lus io~ ,  that  while the property of 
State  should bear a proportionate share of the expense of our schools, 
those who send to them should also do the same ; though this may 
not be  an universal principle, or always a controlling one. 

This principle has been approved by others before us. I n  1516, 
N. S. Benton, in his annual report to  the Legislature as State Su-
perintendent, uses the following language : " The  State  will  have 
discharged its duty, when Inezns sufficiently ample are provided to 
sustain our educational institutions, without rendericg individual con- 
tributions either burdensome or vexatious." Tha t  in his opinion the  
State  had already discharged this duty, is evident ; for in a former 
part  of the same report, after speaking of the law as it then was in 
this respect, and the bountiful provisions it had made, he concludes- 
that  " by these bentficent provisions, the child ot penury and the 
destitute orphan have been provided with ample means of instruction, 
and it  now becomes a question of grave inquiry whether this law is 
faithfullJ and benigdjr esccuted."' And we may  here remark that  
the fact that these provisions were found, in  too many cases, not to 
b e  "faithfully and benignly cxecuted," was one of the principal rea- 
sons why a resort t o  the free school system was first proposed and re- 
commended to our people. 

Another ~ i e m  of this sutjject is, that parents, if they are directly 
taxed for the support of their schools, will naturally feel more inter-
est i n  them, than if all the moncg comes from a general fund to which 
they have contributed, it  is true, but only in an indirect manner. I t  is 
their school ; they pay for i t  ; they h a r e  a direct interest in  it. 
This view is also sustained by others ; Chancellor Kent, (Corn. 1-01. 
2, p. 19G, n. a.,) spealiing of this subject says, " Common school es- 
tablishments and education ought to rest in part upon local nsscwmmt, 
and to be  sust,:ined and enforccd by l a w  according to the New E n g -  
land policy. Tha t  which costs nothing, is lightly estimated, and pco-
ple generally, will not take or feel much interest in common schools, 



-7 

No. 150.1 25 

unless they are taxed for their s u p p ~ r t . ' ~  T h e  Hon. John  C .  Spen-
cer, also, i n  his  annual report as State Superintendent in 1540, makes 
use of similar language, which we  trust we  shall be pardoned for 

I 
I 

quoting in extenso, as i t  is so clear, lucid and directly to  the purpose. 
H e  says, " While  public beneficence is bestowed in such a degree as  

I 
to stimulate individual enterprize, i t  performs its proper office ; 
when it  exceeds that limit, it tempts to  reliauce upon its aid, and 
necessarily relaxes the exertions of those who receive it. The spirit 
of our institutions is hostile to such dependence ; it requires that  the 
citizens should exercise a constant vigilance over their own institu- 
tions, a s  the surest means of preserving them. A direct pecuniary 
contribution to the maintenance of schools identifies them with the 
feelings of  the people, and secures their faithful and economical man- 
agement. A reference to  the free schools and other institutions of 
learning in England, which have been overloaded by endowments, 
will exhibit not only the jobbing peculation which has perverted 
them from the  noble objects for which they were designed, but will 
show that when the government and wealthy indivitluals have con-

J 
tributed the most, the people have done the least, either in money or 
effort ; and that, instead of bcing nurseries of education for the whole, 
they have been almost exclusively appropriated to the benefit of the 
few. T h e  consequence has been, that while some most accomplished 
scholars have been procluccd, the education ol' the mass has been ne- 
glected. These schools were not of the people ;they did not estab- 
lish them, nor d i d  they contribute t o  their support ; and of course 
they regarded them as things in which they had little or no jnterest. 

" I n  the State  of Connecticu!, the large endowment of the public 
schools produced lassitude and neglect, and i n  many instancesYhe 
funds were pcrvertetl to other purposes, to such an extent, that  a n  en- 
tire change in the s y s t m  became newssary. I n  the cities, where there 
a re  large numbers who m w l d  not be  instructed at  all, if fiee schools 
were not provided, the evil must be encountered, as  being less i n  de- 
gree than that  of total iqnorance. But In country districts such des- 
titution rarely exists, mi when i t  does, provision is made by law for 
gratuitous instructiori in each pdrtizular case." 

T o  this quotation i t  is not neeessary for us to add a word; if i t  
was  true in 1840, it  i s  cqually so in 1850. 

Again, another objection is, that the law is con~11uZso~y;the money 
is collected by a peremptory tau ;  no provision is made for the  in-
habitants of a dislrict to  excmpt and pay for the education of a poor 



man's family, l.iving i n  their midst; the  strong arm of the l a w  says 

I of it should not be raised in this manner. Such is also the opinion 

' State has been carried to  i ts  present high degree of excellenc,e, p i n -  L 

schools a re  susceptible, may be  secured by a contiuuance ol the same 
policy. T o  change a sjstern of rncasLires which has worked so well, 
for comnpulsory ENACTMENTS, would be  unnise;  nor is it deemed ad- 
visable to  impose on the intubitants uf school districts any further 
burdms, unless the meawrc  i.s act onlpanietl ljy an additional contri- 
bution of pecuniary aid " 

T h e  law is not only compulsory in its taxation, b::t i t  is also so in 
regard to the length of time during which our schools shall be taught. 
This  is found a necessary provision in the proposctl bill, and to the  
minority, it speaks volu~aes against it. Under the old law, which i 
required a four months school only, the aveIage throughout the  State 
was one of eight months. X charge  is made, arid a corripulsory S ~ S -

tem is  adopted in place of a ~o lu i l td ry  one, and even ~ i t hthe amend- 
ments, which are to make May with and rwlove all objections, it is 
found necessar!, from fear that the term will be shortened, t o  require, 
absolutely, that an eight months school shall be !"pi, 01- the public 
money 'will be withheld. Before, such a srhoo! mas willingly kept. 
Does i t  not argue that " thcrc 's somrthing rotten in Denmat-k," some 
serjous defect in a system vhich  finds it nwessary to prescribe a 
longer term than before 'l It seems t o  us that i t  doer;. Give the  
people such a l a w  as they approvc. and, our word for it, their own 
interest will prompt them to Ircep ilp their schools for a reasonable 
and proper length of time. 

Another objection w e  have against the bill, is the grent increase 
of taxation which will result if i t  is 11ass:d. Talring the amount 
the past year paid from the cornnlon school fund, as an avtrage amount 
for succeeding years, and i t  will bc seen that that  sum being $285,-
000, the counties will raise twiee that  amount, that is, $570,000, 
and the  towns the half of that  being another $255,000 ; thus ma-
king the gross amount of town and county taxes each year, 
$S85,OCO, being $570,000 more than under the old law. NOW, j 
under the ~ l dlaw, the  deficiency to be raised by taxation was raised i 



b y  rate-bills, and the amount was willingly paid by those sending to 
school. This fact me all h o w ;  the proposition is to  raise it  by a 
county tax. The tninority has already g i ~ e n  its opinion, that this 
will work unequally and  unjustly ; they have now t o  add, that in 
their opinion, it will be met with the decided disapprolation of our 
tax-pajers. Their petitions slmw that they complain of the great  
increase of taxes ; that the real estiite of the land is a l~ea t ly  over- 
burthenrd; that i t  will operdte unequally and oppreshiveiy upon ten- 
ants, mortgagors, or purchasels by c o u t r d ~ tof' l m d ;  that a pool man, 
owning a srnall f m o ,  his own ~ l ~ l ! t l r e n  educated a i ~ e a d y ,  will  have 
to contribute to the education of the cfii1,'rcn of his wealthq neigh-
bor : all thcw and other coi~lpinints are t d c , anc? this minority 
cannot but think n i t h  some justice also. Bat w c  base an objection 
upon another ground still : admitting, as thi>y m,ly s a 5 l y  do, that, in 
in the abstract, it were just to  impose tlliu atlditional tax, still it 
would be unVilisea d  impolitic to cln i t ,  from the general disappro-
bation with whirh it \roulrl he regarded. Tt cannot be  doubted that 
great opposition will be made to such a tax, and tha t  the system 
which requires it, mii! be riewed with a general disf,~vor, and repug-
nance. If this is SO, the law cannot have a good effect; our com- 
mon schools cannot prosper. T o  flourkh, t!wy must be established 
i n  the affect~ons of our people; they mui t  not be met mith opposi-
tion, or ill-will, our d i d c t s  must pot be the arenas of personal 
strife, and animos;ties ; for as surely as they ale, so surely will the 
cause of popular education Iangukh t o  tltcrtq;so surely wi l l  r ank  
grass and vieeds grow around our school-house doors, so surely will 
our common school s j s t e ~ n  be nirtnbered '( among the things that 
were," being wountled and killed by the Ll\ish kindness of its 
friends. Frorn such a rewlt  may we be n~crcifullq s p r c d .  

Other objcct ion~ throng to our mindq, 6"hiiclc as leaves in Vallam- 
brosa," Lut v r  forbear to mention them. Fw,ugb,  it seeins to us, 
has  been said, and we therefore leave !his part of' the mbject, mith 
the remark that these reasons h a w  il~flirenced uq to  tllink that 
the  present lam should be unrontlitionally rcpealrtl. T o  this conclu- 
sion we have come with great reluctance; but i t  is one horn which 
our better convictions, our sinctre desire for the prosperity of our 
common schools, will not permit us to  escape. If we err, it  is  not 
from the  heart. 

But we a re  asked, Are you opposed to free schools ? Our ansu7er 
is an emphatic negative. Our common schools should and must be 
free ; but w e  are not of opinion that the present law makes them 
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so, hoixever i t  may b e  named ; or rather, that the principle of the 
present Inw is no more a free school one, than was the principle of  
the former. Under each system, no one was  excluded ; every one 
could then, as every one now, find an open door, and a teacher t o  
educate him The  orlly real difference in the two, (there being prac- 
tically an apparent one: in the looseness of the exemption under the  
old system,) is that in the one, the money was raised by a rate-bill, 
in the other by a direct t ax ;  in each instance the property of the 
district pays the amount, though in different proportions. Both, then, 
may be called free-school systems, if we  correctly understand the  
term, and apply it to  a sjstem which provides that  a certain amount 
shall be raised by a tax,  ( a n d  it must be immaterial upon what  prin- 
ciple that tax is levied) a d  then all children shall share in its benefits. 

But we  opine, that a free school system, as  The people now u n d e ~ -  
stand it, as  they untlerstood it at our last tlection, means something 
different from this, that it means one which is sustained directly by 
the S t d e ,  zci(hnzit any individual taxation wl~atez.er, except in a small 
degree, as we will presently mention. Such a system, the minority 
a re  desirous of havinl;. At the prescnt it may be an impossibility ; 
but '' the re ' s  a good time coming," and me hope, a t  a day not far 
distant, that n sjste'n l&e  this will be ours. 

But for the present, the minority of your committee think that there 
is no other course for us to adopt, but to return to the old rate-bill 
system. They have encleavorecl to examine the subject in all its 
bearings and aspects, and the more they look a t  it, the more are  they 
convinced that thi$ is t!le only a ~ a i l a b l e  plan, the only one which can 
bring about the results we  all so ardently desire. 

T h e  minority wou!d not be uncterstood in any part of tlieir argu- 
ment, to tdke der iaiic grounds against the suppolt of' our common 
schools by the bounty of the State. But they do think, judging 
frorn the c x ~ ~ e r i t n c e  of Connecticut, and for the additional reasons 
mentioned i n  the  t xtlacts nh ich  we h a r e  just made, that it will nev-
er be wise to c d i ~ e l y  dispense with the ratc-bill sydern. We, a s  
just mentioned, are in favor of a free school lam, by which the State  
shall furnish al l  thc mvans, except a very small portion, to be raised 
in a proper manner froin those sending to school. But  the minority 
also think it  not \tell, to pass from the rate-bill system to this, with 
too grcat rapidity. It should be a gradual change, and one for 
which the people \r ill all be prepared ; which wi l l  not come upon 
them unanarcs, liut wl~icllis foreseen, expccted mil desired. Through 
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such a change we are now passing. B y  the provisions of our con- 
stitution, the  sum of $26,000 is annually added to our common school 
fund ; from the silent operations of this gradual increase, year after 
year the fund is enlarged, and year after j ea r  a greater sum is divi- 
ded among our schools. In four years, one hnndred thousand dollars 
are added to the fund ; the interest of that is divided among the  
towns, they raising a corresponding sum, and thus we find our capi- 
tal, in effect, every fourth year increased $200,000. Nor is this a11 ; 
large quantities of land belonging to the State, and which have been 
totally unproductive, are a part of our common school fund. I t  is a 
source of gratulation to  every one, that these lands are now becom-
i n g  productive, and will undoubtedly, in a few ycnrs, yield a large 
increase, to be added to the pruductive capital of that fcnd. Espe-
cially is this the case, in rebpect to the lands in Esses, Hamilton and 
other northern counties. Wi th  a t ommendable liberdlity, the State  
has lately made, and is  even now malting, appropriations for t h ~  
improvement of that part of her possessions, the effect of mhich wil l  
be, to improve those wild regions, and as  a natural ronseqnence, t o  
increase the value to a surprising amount, of the lands there which 
she owns. Not only their nominal, but their uclunl value also, will 
be  increased, and large atliiitions, from thrir sales, must be made t o  
the common school fund. 

! 

1 T h e  effect of all this will be, that in a few years from these and 
other sources, a fund %ill bc raised, the annual income of which will 

S 
be sufficient for the entire support of our common schools ; then they 

Y will be  free indeed ; they will be so practically and truly ; unequaln 

taxation u ill be unknown ; complaints will be rni>rgetl into blessings 
and we  will have the k t ,  yea, as we La\ c a11{ady t a d  the very best 
system of common schoo! education in the world. l'or that time, l e t  U-

us all  devoutly hope !on 

nr: But  it may be said, that w e  are a l s m d o n i n ~  the position taken, 
ms 
ev- that the rate bill system should not b e  entirely laid aside. T o  this 

w e  answer, that from the gradual increase of' this flind, our people I 

as I 
will become habituated to the f ree -dm11 ])Ian ; gradually, yet;ate 
surely, it  will take the  place of the other ; arid th,n if it  works, as

ised 
r i ty  the same plan did in C,mnecticut, to d iu j in i~h  tbe influence and be- 

,with neficial effccts of our schools, by dimi~,ishing the in te~es t  of the peo- 

: for ple in  them, a c o r r e c t i ~ e  may easilj  be appliLd, and the danger 
avoided. 

apon 
ough 

i 

i 
I 

i 



But your committee, will bring their report, already too extend-
ded, to  a close. They have endeavored to shorn the necessity and 
importance of a common school system, and the duty of the State  to 
maintain it, by providing the necessary means for carryinq it  into 
operation ; they have also attempted to show what the State h a s  
done in the discharge of this dilty and the reasons for the change 
made in the system ; they have tried to show, also, that the  new 
system is a n  imperfect one, and requires matelial alterations, o r  to 1 
be  repealed. T h e  majority of your comtnittee have proposed amend- 
ments, and give their reasons for them : the minority, compel!ed t o  4 

dissent, have given their reasons also, and bring in a bill for the re- t' peal of the law. Aware, also, that many are of the opinion, in  
view of the overwhelming majority in favor of the law, at our last 
election, that me should not repeal it, but should re-submit the  

aquestion to them ; and a bill for that purpose having been submit- 
ted to the house by one of the members from Livingston (Mr. Jlc-
Lean) the minority instead of reporting against the same, think i t  
proper to  report i t  for the consideration of the house, with their ,
on-n bill for repeal. I n  thi? manner, the wholc question will b e  
brought b-fore the comrnittce of the whole, and the merits of the 1 
different propositions, to arnentl, repeal, or re-submit to the people, 
can h a w  a full, and fair, and free disclission. i 

T h e  mcrnbers of your committee deeply reqret their inability to 
do justice to the subject committed to their c h a ~ g e .  I'hey are now 
compelled to make their report, for the shortness of the  time left to  
the close of the session, forbids them to longer delay. I n  submit-
ing this report, they are painfully conscious of its many irnperfec- 
tions, the crude, unpolished and indigested manner in which it  is i 

written. A s  it  is, however, they submit it to the House for its in-
dulgent and favorable consideration. 

Le t  what will be the action of this I q i s l a t u r e  in regard to this 
momentous yuestion, your committee earnestly hope that  it will be 
for the benefit of our c o m n ~ n nschools ; that, by us, their interests 
may be protected and nourished, their prosperity increased, and their 
means of usefulness enlarged and extended ; that whatever system 
be  finally aclopted, it  will be one loved of the people ; a system 
whose roots will enter deeply into the hearts and affections of our 
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